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It is with pleasure that I welcome this publication, showcasing the diverse and signifi-
cant cultural activity that the High Commission of the Republic of Cyprus in the United 
Kingdom was directly involved in during 2019.

The Cultural Section of the High Commission has initiated a number of new and in-
novative cultural activities through synergies and collaborations with important local, 
national and international organisations and institutions, such as the British Museum, 
The Fitzwilliam Museum, The Hellenic Centre, King’s College London, University of Cy-
prus, Open University of Cyprus, University of Greenwich, University College London, 
the Cyprus Centre at the University of Westminster, the National Archives, the Royal 
Commonwealth Society, the British Council, and the Bank of Cyprus Cultural Founda-
tion. In this way, it has expanded both its cultural programme as well as its outreach, 
reflecting an outward and forward-looking vision. 

The variety of events and activities, which include conferences, lectures, festivals, 
concerts, performances and exhibitions, attests to an enriched and strategic plan to 
promote the unfathomable cultural heritage of Cyprus as well as its emerging con-
temporary cultural scene in the UK. I would also like to emphasize our support and 
enthusiasm to see Cypriot artists participating in established music, literature, film, 
and, generally, arts and culture festivals across the UK. By doing so, Cypriot culture 
becomes better known to a much broader audience. 

We fully recognise the value that cultural diplomacy provides, and we are proud, as 
Cypriots, to claim not only a rich history and civilization, but also a fascinating cultural 
present that empowers us on the contemporary stage. Consequently, we are commit-
ted to continue promoting the cultural and academic achievements of our citizens, 
as well as the Cypriot diaspora in the UK, and through them the broader concerns, 
visions and aspirations of Cyprus and its people. Finally, we strongly encourage and 
support a growing relationship across the cultural spectrum between Cyprus and the 
United Kingdom. 

Andreas S. Kakouris
High Commissioner 

FOREWORD 
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STRATEGIC PLANNING
2019 has been a most successful and productive year for the Cultural Section of the Cyprus High Com-
mission in London. We were happy to establish new and fruitful collaborations as well as to implement 
a rich and diverse programme of cultural and academic activities, the highlights of which we proudly 
present in this cultural review. 

Since my appointment as Cultural Counsellor at the High Commission my vision has been to construct 
an open, extrovert culture of accommodating, supporting and organizing artistic and academic events 
that promote the Cypriot civilization and culture, both historical and contemporary, in the UK. My aim 
was not only to highlight the richness and diversity of our culture, but also to acknowledge the creative 
ways it converses with and the place it occupies within the British, European and international context. 

Cultural diplomacy is not an easy venture and one should be particularly attentive and respectful to the 
heritage and people they represent. Cyprus is a heavy burden to carry; one that counts more than ten 
thousand years of history and culture. One, thus, feels blessed representing such a valuable – though 
quite delicate - piece of jewel. In this respect, it has been our aim to embrace the island’s diverse cultural 
heritage, promoting an inclusive cultural agenda in terms of activities conducted, communities involved, 
artists represented, and collaborations that were formed. 

In the activities presented in this publication, it is quite evident that our cultural programme has primar-
ily focused on establishing and advancing collaborations with various academic and cultural organisa-
tions accross the UK and Cyprus, as well as on reaching out beyond established networks and towards 
new modes of cultural synergy; most importantly towards new and alternative audiences. Additional to 
our own productions and initiatives, we have encouraged the representation of Cyprus at the significant 
British festival scene in various disciplines, including poetry, film, and theatre, thus showcasing excep-
tional contemporary Cypriot artists and productions, alongside their British and international counter-
parts. 

In addition, behind the scenes we aimed at reconfiguring our public outlook and online presence and 
activity, through the development of our digital infrastructure and the introduction of our newsletter, 
thus enhancing new ways of communication and publicity. Within a year, we have managed to double 
our subscribers and followers on social media and expand on our media links and contacts. Future plans 
are already in place to create a more interactive online experience when it comes to both programming 
and communication. 

In closing, I would like to specially thank His Excellency the High Commissioner of Cyprus, Mr Andreas 
Kakouris, his predecessor, Mr Euripides Evriviades, as well as the Director of the Cultural Services at the 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports and Youth of Cyprus, Mr Pavlos Paraskevas, for their unflagging 
support and excellent collaboration. The success of our 2019 cultural programme anticipates an even 
more exciting series of events, actions and collaborations in 2020, joining the celebrations of the 60th 
anniversary of the Republic of Cyprus. 

Dr. Marios Psaras
Cultural Counsellor

5



MALAIKA 
22 January 2019 | Cyprus House

The Cyprus High 
Commissioner Mr. 
Euripides L. Evriviades 
welcomed a diverse 
audience of journal-
ists, diplomats and 
people with an interest 
in education and de-
velopment in Africa, in-
troducing Cypriot-Con-
golese international 
model and philanthro-
pist Noella Coursaris 
– Musunka, who was 
invited to present her 

humanitarian project 
MALAIKA. 

Noella gave a passion-
ate and inspirational 
talk about MALAIKA, 
accompanied by pic-
tures and videos. MA-
LAIKA is a humanitari-
an programme, which 
provides high quality 
educational and health 
services to underprivi-
leged young women in 
the Democratic 

Republic of Con-
go. More recently, 
MALAIKA has intro-
duced a clean water 
programme and a 
community centre, 
providing services 
to 7,000 youth and 
adults. 

www.malaika.org  
@malaikaDRC 

Our aim is to provide a future 
that will empower young 
women in Africa” 

Noela Coursaris – Musunka

“
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A fascinating lecture, titled “Staging the Greeks in the 21st 
Century: Adaptation, Re-contextualisation, and the Ethics of 
Directing”, was given by Assistant Professor at Open Univer-
sity of Cyprus, Dr. Avra Sidiropoulou. The lecture was part 
of the Cyprus Lecture Series at King’s, which is co-organised 
by the Cyprus High Commission and the Centre for Hellenic 
Studies at King’s. The High Commissioner of Cyprus, Mr. 
Euripides Evriviades, introduced the lecture by highlighting 
the importance of such events for the promotion of cultural 
exchange and dialogue between Cyprus and the UK. 
 
Dr. Sidiropoulou presented contemporary approaches to 
the concept of adaptation and its function in contemporary 
productions of Greek drama, and analysed recent examples 
from Cyprus, Greece, USA and UK. An enthusiastic audience, 
which included academics, students, directors, actors, and 
people with an interest in performance arts and Greek 
drama, raised more issues in the discussion that followed, 
such as the use of technology in contemporary theatre, 
spatiotemporal re-contextualisation, and the fundamental 
aesthetic issue of the binary freedom-faithfulness. 

STAGING THE GREEKS
14 February 2019 | King’s College London

7



A hugely successful lunchtime concert was presented
at the historic St Martin in the Fields by the Oxford Philharmonic 
Orchestra, as part of the Embassy and Cultural Institute Series at St. 
Martin in the Fields. 

In his opening remarks, High Commissioner, Mr Evriviades, praised the 
diachronic and ecumenical value of music as an international form of 
spiritual communication and highlighted the soft yet solid power of 
culture as an agent of dialogue and exchange that builds bridges and 
enforces solidarity and peace. 

The enthusiastic audience, which, among others, included ambas-
sadors, diplomats, parliamentarians, directors and representatives 
of cultural and charity organisations, and distinguished academics, 
enjoyed a high quality programme performed by the Oxford Phil-
harmonic, under the direction of Dr Marios Papadopoulos and with 
the participation of soprano Katerina Mina. The especially curated 
programme included the unique “Overture to La Reine de Chypre” 
by French composer Fromental Halevy, Cypriot composer Georgios 
Andreou’s “Salamina” from his symphony “Imerologio Katastromatos”, 
and Mozart’s popular piano concert No. 27, K. 595.

LUNCHTIME CONCERT
19 February 2019 | St Martin in the Fields
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On Tuesday 5th of March, Dr Despina Pilides, Curator of Antiquities 
at the Department of Antiquities of Cyprus, gave an exciting lecture 
about the history and the future of the Cyprus Museum before a 
packed events hall at the Cyprus High Commission.

In her illustrated lecture, Dr Pilides talked about the establishment 
of the Cyprus Museum in the late 19th and early 20th century, the 
evolution and extension of the museum’s building, exhibitions and 
collections through the years, as well as about the continuous exca-
vating of archaeological treasures on the historical island of Cyprus. 
Finally, she presented the fascinating designs of the new Cyprus 
Museum, which is planned to open to the public in the mid-2020s. 
The lecture was followed by a Q&A discussion, moderated by Cul-
tural Counsellor, Dr Psaras, during which Dr Pilides responded to 
various audience questions, raising important issues, including illicit 
trafficking of cultural objects and the preservation of archaeological 
monuments in the Turkish-occupied areas.

The lecture, which was co-organised by the Cyprus High Commis-
sion – Cultural Section and UCL Institute of Archaeology, inaugurat-
ed the temporary photography exhibition at the High Commission, 
entitled “Archaeological Treasures of the Cyprus Museum”.

THE CYPRUS MUSEUM:
PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE
5 March 2019 | Cyprus House
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George Koumouros’s contemporary art exhibition “Portrait Land-
scapes” opened on Thursday 14th of March 2019 at the Cyprus High 
Commission. The exhibition, which was organised by the Cultural 
Section of the Cyprus High Commission and sponsored by the Cultural 
Services of the Cyprus Ministry of Education and Culture, was curated 
by Dr Megakles Rogakos and lasted until the 5th of April.

An interesting amalgam of surrealism and expressionism, George Kou-
mouros’s evocative exhibition was inaugurated by His Excellency the 
High Commissioner, Mr Euripides L. Evriviades, who welcomed 

an international audience of art critics and enthusiasts, including 
prominent politicians, academics and artists. In his speech, Dr Rogakos 
talked about the merits of Koumouros’s painting, the traditions that 
inform it and the unique place it occupies in the contemporary art 
world. Mr Koumouros also addressed the audience, revisiting impact-
ful moments in his life, especially his encounters with Michelangelo’s 
masterpieces that greatly inspired his love for the art, despite not 
necessarily his own paintings.

GEORGE KOUMOUROS
“PORTRAIT LANDSCAPES”
14 March 2019 | Cyprus House
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On Thursday, 4th of April Dr Jennifer M. 
Webb gave a fascinating lecture, entitled 
“Cyprus in the Middle Bronze Age: New ev-
idence from the Anglo-Cypriot excavations 
at Lapithos in 1913”, at the Cyprus High 
Commission, under the auspices of the 
High Commissioner of Cyprus, Mr Euripides 
L. Evriviades. A quite large enthusiastic au-
dience of museum curators, directors and 
representatives of cultural organisations, 
distinguished academics and researchers, 
and members of the Cypriot and Greek 
communities of London thoroughly en-
joyed Dr Webb’s illustrated presentation 
and asked questions about the challenges 
of such a project on an academic, scientific, 
and political level. The lecture inaugurat-
ed the symposium “Cypriot Archaeology, 
Pre-Modern Material Culture, and Cultural 
Heritage in the UK”, and was co-organised 
by the Cyprus High Commission – Cultural 
Section, UCL Institute of Archaeology and 
the British Museum.

CYPRUS IN THE 
MIDDLE BRONZE AGE
4 April 2019 | Cyprus House
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A greatly successful academic symposium took place on Friday, 5th 
of April at UCL Institute of Archaeology, entitled “Cypriot Archaeology, 
Pre-Modern Material Culture, and Cultural Heritage in the UK”. The 
symposium was co-organised by the Cyprus High Commission – Cul-
tural Section, UCL Institute of Archaeology and the British Museum 
and aimed at bringing together researchers and heritage profession-
als in the UK with an interest in Cypriot history and archaeology, and 
cultural heritage.

The Cyprus High Commissioner, Mr Evriviades, welcomed the par-
ticipants and thanked the three convenors of the event Dr Thomas 
Kiely, curator of Cypriot antiquities at the British Museum, Dr Maria 
Dikomitou-Eliadou, Marie-Curie postdoctoral researcher at UCL Insti-

tute of Archaeology, and Dr Marios Psaras, Cultural Counsellor at the 
Cyprus High Commission.

The symposium provided a platform for the presentation of cut-
ting-edge research in the field of Cypriot archaeology by research-
ers and heritage professionals from across the UK, as well as from 
Cyprus, Greece, Germany and Ireland, but most importantly it served 
as a useful mapping exercise and prime occasion for networking and 
the exchange of ideas for future projects and collaborations. The par-
ticipants also enjoyed the opportunity of a guided tour to the Cypriot 
section of the British Museum and its reserves.

CYPRIOT ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE UK
5 April 2019 | UCL Institute of Archaeology
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On Saturday 13th of April, at a crowded Hellenic Centre, Cypriot director Adonis Florides 
presented to the British audience his award-winning feature film Rosemarie. The event 
was the second instalment of the Cyprus Cinema Series programme, organised by the 
Cyprus High Commission – Cultural Section and sponsored by the Cultural Services of 
the Ministry of Education and Culture of Cyprus. 
 
The screening opened with a welcoming note by the Cyprus High Commissioner, Mr 
Euripides L Evriviades, who highlighted the importance of such events for the promotion 
of the emerging contemporary Cypriot cinema and filmmakers in the British capital. 

The screening followed a Q&A with the international audience of academics, film critics, 
filmgoers as well as members of the Cypriot and Greek communities of London, who 
attended the event. Monitored by Cultural Counsellor, Dr Marios Psaras, the Q&A gave 
Florides the opportunity to respond to questions around authorship, cinema production 
in Cyprus, the difference between theatre and cinema direction, as well as questions 
around the film’s themes, such as power relations and notions of masculinity within the 
context of the patriarchal family. 

CYPRUS CINEMA SERIES :ROSEMARIE
13 April 2019 | The Hellenic Centre 
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A very successful opening of Elena Papadopoulou’s 
“Contemporary Iconography” art exhibition took place 
on 
Tuesday 21 May 2019 at the Hellenic Centre. The ex-
hibition, which was organised by the Cultural Section 
of the Cyprus High Commission and sponsored by the 
Cultural Services of the Cyprus Ministry of Education 
and Culture, included a selection from Papadopou-
lou’s work divided in three sections: golden, silver and 
blue. 

Papadopoulou’s exhibition was inaugurated by His 
Excellency the High Commissioner, Mr Euripides L. 
Evriviades, who welcomed an enthusiastic audience 
of prominent members of the Cypriot and Greek 
community of London, as well as art critics, artists and 
academics. Cultural Counsellor, Dr Psaras gave a short 
presentation of Papadopoulou’s work, praising the 
way it renews the Byzantine tradition by incorporating 
elements from modern art, yet without compromising 
the immanent spirituality, embedded in the hagiog-
raphic content. 

ELENA PAPADOPOULOU 
CONTEMPORARY 
ICONOGRAPHY 
21 May 2019 | The Hellenic Centre 

14



On Wednesday 5th of June, Professor Paul A. Cartledge gave a 
fascinating lecture entitled “Clearchus’s Journey from Soloi to 
Ai Khanum: A Peripatetic Tale of Old Cyprus”. Prof Cartledge 
is A.G. Leventis Professor of Greek Culture emeritus at the 
University of Cambridge, Faculty of Classics., A.G. Leventis 
Senior Research Fellow, and Honorary Keeper at the Depart-
ment of Antiquities at The Fitzwilliam Museum. A great number 
of high profile scholars, heritage professionals, Museum staff, 
students, and general public attended the invigorating lecture, 
which investigated the journeys of Greek philosophy and cul-
ture from ancient Soloi in Cyprus to Ai Khanum in present day 
Afghanistan, examining the productive fusion of Hellenic and 
Asian cultures.

The event took place at St John’s College, in Cambridge and was 
co-organised by the Cyprus High Commission – Cultural Section 
and The Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge. The lecture, which 
started with a welcoming note by the Cyprus High Commis-
sioner, Mr Euripides L. Evriviades, inaugurates a series of public 
events under the research and exhibition project “Being An 
Islander”, which looks into Mediterranean islanders’ identity 
through the ages, focusing on Cyprus, Crete and Sardinia. The 
project, which is supported by the Cyprus High Commission, 
will culminate in a major exhibition at The Fitzwilliam Museum 
in late 2021. 

CLEARCHUS’S JOURNEY 
FROM SOLOI TO AI KHANUM
5 June 2019 | St John’s College, University of Cambridge
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On 12th of June, the Cyprus High Commission – Cultural Section 
organised a cosy poetry night at the Cyprus Home, presenting the 
work of Cypriot poet Sotirios Varnavas. The Cyprus High Commission-
er, Mr Euripides L. Evriviades, welcomed an international audience 
of diplomats, directors and representatives of cultural organisations, 
academics, students, as well as members of the Cypriot and Greek 
communities in London, before introducing the special guest. 

The poetry of Sotirios Varnavas was introduced to the audience by Dr 
Petros Karatsareas, Lecturer in English Language and Linguistics at 

the University of Westminster. Drawing on a selection from various 
reviews by distinguished philologists in Cyprus and Greece, Dr Kar-
atsareas offered to the audience a well-informed overview of Varna-
vas’s work. Then followed a series of readings from Varnavas’s poetry 
collections “Psigmata Apirou” (2006), “Echogrammata” (2008), “Chre-
ografo” (2013), “Grammata Empragmata” (2015), and “Diastaseis tou 
Chorochronou” (2018). The audience was moved by the poet’s serene 
readings in Greek and captivated by the animated performance of 
the poems’ English translations by UK Cypriot writer and actor Lorna 
Vassiliadou.  

POETRY NIGHT WITH 
SOTIRIOS VARNAVAS
12 June 2019 | Cyprus House

16



“Deeply emotional”, “meticulously crafted”, 
“excellently curated”, “a cosmic interactive expe-
rience”, are some of the enthusiastic responses 
to Mala Siamptani’s Cosmic Balls art exhibition, 
which opened on Wednesday 26 June at the 
exhibition halls of the Cyprus High Commission 
in London. The exhibition included a site-specific 
installation of spherical sculptures, made of iron 
and soil from different areas of Cyprus of emo-
tional significance to the artist, following exten-
sive research in methods and materials, as well 
as her own personal journey in the ever-vexed 
issues of identity and home. 

The exhibition was inaugurated by Cyprus 
High Commissioner, Mr Euripides L. Evriviades, 
who stressed the relevance of the exhibition 
for the Cypriot diaspora. Cultural Counsellor, 
Dr Marios Psaras, then introduced the young 
London-based artist, designer and researcher, 
Mala Siamptani, and her work. The exhibition, 
which has attracted a massive international au-
dience of art professionals, students, critics, and 
generally Londoners of all ages and walks of life, 
also surprised the guests with the opportunity 
to interact with the artwork through their mobile 
phones. 

COSMIC BALLS 
26 June 2019 | Cyprus House
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What might have been an otherwise eventless July evening was turned into a magical 
experience for the diverse audience, who decided to attend “The Turbulent Life of 
Ririka Schweitzer” at The Cockpit Theatre on Monday the 8th. The postmodern musical 
play, written by Greek musician Efstathia and featuring Cypriot artist Elena Hadjiafxen-
ti, was presented in London by the Cyprus High Commission – Cultural Section and the 
Open University of Cyprus. 

Before the play starts, the High Commissioner of Cyprus, Mr Euripides Evriviades, 
welcomed the audience as well as the Vice-Rector of the Open University of Cyprus, 
who took the floor to highlight the university’s cultural activity and strategic plan to 
an opening to the UK market. Narrating the adventures of aspiring Greek-German 
singer Ririka Schweitzer in Europe and the US in the inter-war period, the unique 
performance, which was presented in Greek with surtitles in English, filled the Cockpit 
auditorium with romance and humour, period sets and costumes, dance numbers, 
and, of course, loads of music. 

THE TURBULENT LIFE OF
RIRIKA SCHWEITZER
8 July 2019 | The Cockpit  
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A very successful conference, entitled “COMMONWEALTH TIES: 
The past, present and future relations between Cyprus, the UK 
and wider Commonwealth community” took place on Tuesday 
10 September at the University of Westminster. The conference 
was organised by the Cyprus Centre at the University of West-
minster and the Cultural Section of the Cyprus High Commission, 
in collaboration with the Royal Commonwealth Society, Cyprus 
Branch and the School of Law, University of Nicosia, with the 
support of the AG Leventis Foundation.

The conference provided a great opportunity to bring together 
scholars and professionals working in different areas related 
to the wider Commonwealth community, who engaged in an 
energetic dialogue around a range of topics, including history, 
politics, education, law, arts and culture, and the environment. 
The conference was attended by diplomats, representatives 
from the UK government and the Commonwealth Secretariat, 
members of Cypriot organisations and associations in the UK, as 
well as journalists.

COMMONWEALTH TIES
10 September 2019 | University of Westminster

19



Co-organized by the School of Design of the University of 
Greenwich and the Cultural Section of the Cyprus High 
Commission the group exhibition “Diversity and Inclusivity 
by Design: Empowering Individuals” was Cyprus’s official 
participation in the London Design Festival 2019. 

A group of UK-based Cypriot design researchers were in-
vited by the exhibition curators, Dr Anastasios Maragiannis 
(Deputy Head of the School of Design at the University of 
Greenwich), Dr Marios Psaras (Cultural Counsellor at the 
Cyprus High Commission), and researcher-designer Mala 
Siamptani (UAL) to reflect on developments in diversity and 
inclusivity by design in the current creative Cypriot land-
scape, explore how design acts inclusively with regards to 
disability, gender, ethnicity, vulnerability, language or age, 
and identify key challenges and opportunities where design 
can add measurable social, commercial and non-commer-
cial value, through research and creativity. 

The Practice Design Researchers that participated in the 
project were: Maya Angeli (Set Design), Alina Dheere Ba-
baletsos (Visual Arts/Floral Design), Alexandros Kosmidis 
(Communication Design), Maria Christina Papaleontiou 
(Architecture), Dr Stacey Pitsillides (Design Research), Mag-
dalene Theodorou (Jewellery Design), and Mala Siamptani 
(Participatory Wearables).

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSIVITY 
BY DESIGN: EMPOWERING 
INDIVIDUALS 
14 September – 26 October, 2019 
Private viewing: 19 September 2019 | London Design 
Festival, Stephen Lawrence Gallery , University of 
Greenwich
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Cyprus was the Country Focus at UK’s leading film festival, Encounters, for 2019. The 
Cyprus Country Focus at Encounters took place on Friday, 27th of September at the 
Watershed Cinema, in Bristol. It was organised in collaboration with the Cultural Sec-
tion of the Cyprus High Commission and supported by the Cultural Services, Ministry of 
Education, Culture, Sports and Youth of Cyprus.

Alexia Roider and Ioakim Mylonas, artistic directors of the International Short Film 
Festival of Cyprus (ISFFC), and Yorgos Tsangaris, artistic director of Animafest, were 
invited to curate three programmes of contemporary Cypriot short films and one 
programme of Cypriot animations, respectively. The focus on Cyprus also included a 
screening of the award-winning feature film Pause by Tonia Mishiali. The screenings 
were introduced by Cultural Counsellor, Dr Marios Psaras, and Animafest director, 
Yorgos Tsangaris, and were attended by the Cypriot filmmakers Spiros Charalabous 
and Antony Petrou, who were invited to represent their films.

ENCOUNTERS FILM FESTIVAL
CYPRUS COUNTRY FOCUS
24 September – 29 September, 2019 | 
Watershed Cinema, Bristol
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On Sunday 29th of September, at a crowded Hellenic Centre, Cypri-
ot director Tonia Mishiali presented her award-winning feature film 
Pause. The event was the third instalment of the Cyprus Cinema Series 
programme, organised by the Cyprus High Commission – Cultural 
Section and sponsored by the Cultural Services of the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports and Youth of Cyprus.

The screening opened with a welcoming note by the Cultural Coun-
sellor, Dr Marios Psaras, who welcomed the Tonia Mishiali to London 
and introduced the film to the audience. At the Q&A that followed, 
Tonia Mishiali engaged in a productive dialogue with the international 
audience of academics, film critics, and filmgoers, around issues of 
femininity, patriarchy, and domestic violence, as well as questions of 
reception, cinematic representation and production in Cyprus.

CYPRUS CINEMA SERIES: PAUSE 
29 September 2019 | The Hellenic Centre
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A photography exhibition, entitled “Coral Reefs: Beauty in Crisis”, was 
launched on Thursday 3rd of October at the gallery halls of the Cyprus 
High Commission in London. The exhibition, which was co-organised 
with The Royal Commonwealth Society, featured more than thirty 
prints on canvas of underwater photography by Terence Dormer and 
remained open to the public until Friday 11th of October.

At the opening event, Cyprus High Commissioner, Mr Andreas S. 
Kakouris, highlighted the importance of such events to raise awareness 
about the necessity to protect our oceans and marine ecosystem. He 
also pointed out the Commonwealth’s leading activity and combined 
efforts for the protection of the environment and the promotion of 

sustainability. Mr Nathan McKenzie, Head of Public Affairs at The Royal 
Commonwealth Society, and Mr Jeff Ardron, Commonwealth Blue Char-
ter Lead at the Commonwealth Secretariat, outlined lessons-learned 
and examples of good practice, fostered by the Commonwealth, and 
stressed the importance of such initiatives not only for promoting 
sustainability but also for collaboration between the member-states of 
the Commonwealth. Last but not least, the photographer Terence Dor-
mer took the floor, describing the process of taking the photographs, 
as well as his personal experience of the fading marine ecosystem, 
emphasizing the urgency to take action for the protection of the bio-
sphere.

CORAL REEFS: BEAUTY IN CRISIS
03 October – 11 October, 2019
Private viewing: 03 October, 2019 | Cyprus House
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HERBERT HORATIO KITCHENER AND THE 
ANTIQUITY OF THE TOPONYMIC HISTORY 
OF CYPRUS 
October 17, 2019 | The National Archives

On Thursday, 17 October 2019, 
the High Commission of the 
Republic of Cyprus in the United 
Kingdom, in collaboration with 
The National Archives, the Bank of 
Cyprus Cultural Foundation, and 
the Sylvia Ioannou Foundation, 
organised the lecture and
exhibition “An Unintentional 
Colonial Gift: Kitchener and the 
Survey of Cyprus” at the National 
Archives, in Richmond.

Professor Iacovou, an interna-
tionally respected scholar in the 
field of Cypriot Archaeology, 
presented a most engaging and 
enthusiastic illustrated lecture on 
the toponymic history of Cyprus, 
spanning from antiquity through 
to the modern times. Professor 
Iacovou presented a series of car-
tographies of the island of Cyprus 
through the ages, culminating 
in the ground-breaking work of 
Herbert Horatio Kitchener, who 

was the first to conduct a trigono-
metrical survey of the island in the 
late 19th century.

The lecture was complemented 
with an exhibition that comprised 
some of the most important 
historical archives in relation to 
the cartographic history of Cyprus, 
including the original Kitchener 
map, documents, photographs, 
and other archival material. In ad-
dition to the display, Mr Dimitrios 
Stefanou from the Sylvia Ioannou 
Foundation and Dr Christoforos 
Vradis from Harokopio Univer-
sity provided a demonstration 
of a specifically designed online 
application on Kitchener’s Survey, 
which offers to the visitors the 
opportunity to interact with the 
maps.
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On Saturday, 26th of October 2019, 
the Cultural Section of the Cyprus High 
Commission organised the piano recital 
“In the Light of Music” by Cypriot pianist 
Nicolas Costantinou. The concert was 
held at the Hellenic Centre and was 
attended by His Excellency the High 
Commissioner of Cyprus, Mr Andreas 
Kakouris, who welcomed the audience 
and introduced the talented Cypriot 
musician.

In the first part of the concert, Nicolas 
Costantinou presented an impressive
programme of classical music, including 
Sonata in C major by Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart, Sonatine M. 40 by Maurice Ravel 
and three pieces by Fryderyk Chopin. The
second part of the programme com-
prised a selection of six preludes from
contemporary Cypriot composer Con-
stantinos Stylianou’s “Twelve Preludes, 
First Series (2008-2012)”, inspired by 
famous artworks by such painters as 
Mondrian, Turner and Klimt.

IN THE LIGHT OF MUSIC
October 26, 2019 | 
The Hellenic Centre
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‘Forbidden Stories’, a captivating multimedia performance by Ludens 
Ensemble was presented at Rich Mix London on the 8th and 9th 
of November, as part of VOILA! Europe festival, supported by the 
Cyprus High Commission – Cultural Section. 

The theatre performance explored the themes of otherness and 
displacement via true stories of intercommunical solidarity that took 
place in the divided island of Cyprus. Through conducting real life in-
terviews with members of both the Greek and Turkish communities, 
Ludens Ensemble developed a performance that incorporated sto-
rytelling, the use of video mapping projections, live camera snippets 
and music. The performance aimed at creating a platform that func-
tioned as a bridge between the two communities to gradually form 
a common narrative about ‘life’ in Cyprus, and was well-received and 
appraised by both critics and audience. 

FORBIDDEN STORIES| MULTIMEDIA 
PERFORMANCE AT VOILA! EUROPE
November 8 & 9, 2019 | Rich Mix London

Haunting… There’s no resisting 
the power of these stories..” 

Joyce McMillan, Scotsman
“
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The very successful film festival Cyprus Short Film Day returned for 
its fourth edition on Sunday 17th of November 2019 at the May Fair 
Hotel. Organised by the Cyprus High Commission – Cultural Section 
and sponsored by the Cultural Services of the Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Sports and Youth of Cyprus, CSFD has been established as the 
official platform for showcasing contemporary Cypriot short films in 
the British capital.

 The 2019 programme consisted of two main screenings of contempo-
rary award-winning shorts by Cypriot filmmakers, including UK-born 

Cypriots, and was created in collaboration with the International Short 
Film Festival of Cyprus. It also included a parallel session featuring 
the premiere of short video-presentations of Cypriot visual artists, as 
part of director Efi Spyrou’s RUNONART project. The completion of the 
screenings followed a Q&A session with the filmmakers Myrsini Aristi-
dou, Alkin Emirali, Marcus Markou, Alexandra Mattheou, and Antony 
Petrou, monitored by Marios Psaras. The filmmakers discussed about 
the themes of their films, the adventures of securing funding for their 
work and their future projects.

CYPRUS SHORT FILM DAY
17 November 2019 | The May Fair
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Other Highlights

4 March 2019 - Celebrating Cyprus
On Monday 4 March, a reception entitled “Cel-
ebrating Cyprus”, was hosted at the Bucking-
ham Palace. HRH Prince of Wales welcomed 
President of Cyprus, Mr Nikos Anastassiades, 
and a number of prominent UK Cypriots at an 
evening reception, which included small ex-
hibitions of Cypriot archaeology, information 
on research and innovation in Cyprus, as well 
as a short music programme by the Oxford 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 

11 April 2019 - European Poetry Festival
Contemporary Cypriot poet and performer 
Avgi Lilli represented Cyprus at the European 
Poetry Festival, which took place in London 
on 6 – 11 April. Avgi participated in the festi-
val’s flagship event “The European Camarade” 
with a collaborative performance alongside 
Franco-German poet Leonce W. Lupette, and 
in another two events with solo performanc-
es/readings. Avgi’s participation was support-
ed by the High Commission of Cyprus in the 
UK and sponsored by the Cyprus Cultural 
Services

21 May 2019 - Higher Education Opportuni-
ties in Cyprus
On Tuesday 21 May 2019, the British Council 
and the Cyprus High Commission organised 
a focused event aimed at raising awareness 
among UK university stakeholders of Higher 
and Transnational Education opportunities in 
Cyprus. Attended by representatives from UK 
academic institutions, the event highlighted 
Cyprus’s membership in both the EU and 
the Commonwealth, as well as its emerging 
status as a peripheral hub of research and 
innovation, as key components for a flexible, 
accommodating and dynamic framework for 
the delivery of franchising, partnership, and 
TNE programmes, as well as for collabora-
tions at the level of research. 
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25 June 2019 - PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE 
In view of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 2020, which will be held in Kigali, 
Rwanda, next year, the High Commissions of Cyprus and Rwanda co-organised the event 
“International Dimensions for the Protection of Cultural Heritage and for Tackling the Illicit 
Trafficking of Cultural Goods” on Tuesday 25th of June at the Cyprus Home. 

The event opened with remarks by the Cypriot High Commissioner, Mr Euripides L. Evriviades, 
who presented the “Nicosia Convention”, the first international legal text that incorporates a 
criminal code for perpetrators, who destroy, steal or trade cultural property. The High Com-
missioner highlighted the urgency for the convention to be signed and ratified by as many 
countries as possible. Then followed remarks by Rwandan High Commissioner, Ms Yamina 
Karitanyi, who focused on the necessity to address the pressing issue of the destruction of 
intangible cultural heritage. 

Matthew Moorhead, legal adviser in the Office of Civil and Criminal Justice Reform at the Com-
monwealth Secretariat, presented the “Scheme and Model Bill for the Protection of Cultural 
Heritage within the Commonwealth”. He was followed by Marina Schneider, Senior Legal 
Officer and Treaty Depositary at UNIDROIT, who presented the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention on 
“Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects”. Finally, historian, author and broadcaster Profes-
sor Bettany Hughes and art historian and consultant Maria C. Paphiti, presented initiatives and 
examples of lessons learned for post-conflict restoration and conservation of cultural heritage, 
as well as for the repatriation of looted cultural artefacts. The presentations were followed by 
an invigorating panel discussion with challenging questions by the diverse international audi-
ence of diplomats, cultural and law professionals, as well as the press, moderated by Cultural 
Counsellor, Dr Marios Psaras. 

Other Highlights

12 July 2019 - CYPRUS VIBES 
A most successful summer garden party was co-organized by the Cyprus High Commission and 
the Foreign Press Association at St James’s Square Gardens on Friday 12 July. 
The event, which was also a farewell party for our departing High Commissioner, Mr Euripides 
Evriviades, drew hundreds of diplomats and members of major international media and press, 
including ambassadors, MPs, and media celebrities. 
The guests enjoyed Cypriot themed cocktails, delicious Cypriot souvlaki and halloumi by Pa-
papitta, as well as mouthwatering loukoumades (honey balls) by The Taste of Cyprus Pattiserie, 
to the tunes of live lounge music by Cypriot violinist Marios Pavlou and British guitarist Ben 
Haynes. 

The event was sponsored by VFS Global and the Consular Corps of London, and was addi-
tionally supported by Chacalli de Decker, Rowland Brothers International, BMW Park Lane, 
Cypressa, IDS Diplomatic Sales, Venus, KEO beer, Marathon Foods and Pisces London (Organic 
Cotton Clothing). 
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We are thrilled to announce a fascinating programme of cultural events for 2020, showcasing art in various 
forms. Under the umbrella of the celebrations for the 60th anniversary of the Republic of Cyprus, an extended 
programme of events and collaborations is in the pipeline, anticipating an exciting year ahead. Featuring perfor-
mances, concerts, literary events, art exhibitions, film screenings, and conferences, organized in collaboration 
with Cypriot, British and international institutions, our diverse cultural programme is the backbone of our effort 
to connect with wide ranging audiences, who share an interest in the arts and Cypriot culture, in particular. 

In 2020, we are proud to announce our collaboration with such prestigious institutions as the Oxford University, 
The British Museum, King’s College London, The Fitzwilliam Museum, CCA Glagow, and The Hellenic Centre, to 
name a few, as well as our participation in and/or support to such festivals as the London Festival of Architec-
ture, the Glastonbury Festival 2020, the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2020, the European Poetry Festival and the 
Glasgow International 2020. Stay tuned! 

Art’s really part of a cosmic force. It’s not op-
tional. It’s been here since the beginning. It’s 
not just a decorative hedge at the citadel. I 
would say it’s as essential to our being as eco-
nomics, philosophy, or religion.”

Jerry Saltz, Galerie magazine

“

A GLIMPSE INTO 2020
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